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B-3536 - B-3546 c.1855-1875
1101-1137 Battery Ave. (East side)

Baltimore, Md.

Private access

The east side of the 1100 block of Battery Ave. is improved with a
number of different types of houses. 1101-1103 Battery Ave. is a pair of
two story, two bay wide brick houses with gable roofs, set on high basements.
The houses were built in the early 1850's and are typical of the type of small
house built for low-income families in this period. 1107-1107, 1109-1111, and
1113-1115 Battery Ave. are pairs of three story, two bay wide brick houses with
shed roofs and bracketed cornices, built in the period 1855 to 1865 by three
different builders. Extending south from 1117-1123 Battery Ave. is a row of
two story, two bay wide brick houses with shed roofs and simple brick cornices,
built in the early 1870's. 1125 Battery Ave. is a three story, two bay wide
brick house with gable roof, and to the south, at 1127-1131 Battery Ave. there
is a group of two story, two bay wide brick gable-roofed houses, built in the
late 1860's. Finally, at 1133 and 1135-1137 Battery Ave. there is a group of
three story, two bay wide brick houses with gable roofs, built about 1866.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This pair of three story, two bay brick houses with gable roofs was built in
thetlate 1850's; hlong with’the nearbyshouseiat 302-West Sti- ©:1 ‘suse. The
pair was built more or less contemporaneously with the adjoining house, 1133 Battery

Ave. 1135 Battery has been covered with stucco; 1137 Battery has been covered
with formstone.

The houses are three stories in height, 1135 is 15' wide, 1137 is 16' wide,
and both occupy lots 70' deep. Each house has a three story high, one bay wide
and deep stair hall extension which connects the main house to a two story high,
one bay deep rear addition. 1137 Battery has an extra two story high, two bay
deep addition, The houses are constructed in running bond but the facades have
been covered with formstone. The low-pitched gable roof has a two-tier brick
cornice which has also been hidden by the formstone. Each house has a double
rectangular chimney located along the north side of both the front and rear roof
gables. There is also a centrally located rear end chimney shared by the two
houses, located at the west end of the two story addition.

Although the original treatment of the door and window lintels and sills
has been hidden by the formstone covering, it dis apparent that the first and
second story openings of 1135 Battery had segmentally arched brick lintels with
solid wood tympanums, and that the third floor openings had flat lintels. At
1137 Battery the formstone covering suggests that the original lintels were all
flat but they may also have been segmentally arched. At 1135 Battery the first
floor window openings are filled with new 2/2 double hung sash, the lights arranged
horizontally. The second and third floor openings are filled with fixed three-light
panels. At 1137 Battery Ave. all of the window openings are filled with 1/1
double hung sash. 1135 Battery has a modern, Mediterranean-style panel door set
beneath a two-light transom; 1137 Battery has a modern flush door set beneath a
single light transom. Both houses sit on very low basements, the entrances
being reached by one stone step each. Each house has a rectangular basement
opening located beneath the first floor window.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

These houses are significant as being representative of a large group of three
story, gable-roofed houses built in the 1840's and 1850's in the area near the Cross St,
Market, to serve as combination store-fronts/residences. Although this house is not
located on a commercial street such as Charles or Light Sts., where most such houses
are found, its corner location makes it a typical residential/commercial property
in the area--the corner grocery. The first floor area served as the store-front and

the family lived on the floors above.

In 1861 the house was sold to Bernard Schene, who operated a grocery store at
cais location in the 1860's and 1870's. Sumwalt was a local brickmaker. Schene

probably lived above the grocery at 1137 Battery Ave. and rented 1135 Battery to a
succession of tenants.

lgaltimore City Land Records, Liber ED 116, Folio 358; GES 208, Folio 339;
Baltimore City Directory, 1867, 1870

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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ORGANIZATION DATE
Maryland Historical Trust / Struever Broas. & Eccles 5479

STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
1745 Circle Rd.

CITY OR TOWN STATE
Rustton Masydhand-——di-204

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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B-3546

1135-1137 Battery Avenue
Block 1918 Lot 018-019
Baltimore City

Baltimore East Quad.

GIS data Courtesy of
the City of Baltimore, MOIT/EGIS







B-3546 1135-1137 Battery Ave.
—M.E.H. 5/79 -
West and south elevations




